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PREFACE

Historic Urban Landscape

The word "landscape", which was first seen in the Hebrew
Bible, refers to the beauty of the holy city of Jerusalem, including
the Solomon temples, the castles, the palaces, etc. Whether in the
East or the West, visual aesthetic is of the primary significance in
the earliest meaning of the term "landscape”. With the boost of
philosophy cognition, human-environment relationship is becoming
increasingly rich and complex. Not simply beauty, but also the
sound we heard, the texture we touched, the memory in mind, the
scene in history, and the reminded poetic illusion ..All these are the
components of the "landscape”. Today, the generalized landscape
is increasingly thought provoking, and often used to include the
sum of comprehensive perception of human-to-environment, and
as well its methodology.

"Historic urban landscape" is first proposed and widely
implemented by UNESCO in such context. As an ascendant trend
in the field of cultural heritage protection and urban planning
in recent years, it can be used to understand the whole life cycle
of the historic areas and guide it to face the future contradiction
between protection and development with a holistic approach.
It not only inherited and developed the theory system in the
conventions, suggestions, charters, manifestos of the cultural
heritage protection, but also integrated the research achievement
in urban landscape, historic feature, historic city management in
urban planning discipline; it has considerable theory continuity,
in the meanwhile own the openness and the potential to be
continually constructed.

All cities are the result of layering process, which may even span
thousands of years of history, such as Rome, Damascus, and Xi'an,
or sometimes for decades, like Brasilia, Chandigarh and Shenzhen.
Regardless of its time span, each layer represents a moment of the
city in the history, is an output of the city culture, economic power

of, an expression of how it adapt to the physical environment and
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a presentation of its innovation and technological achievements.
The significance of the historic urban landscape comes right
from this rich layering process, the city heritage turns out to be
valuable resources nourishing the recovery and regeneration of
the contemporary cities, thus to remodel the landscape with time
integrity.

While reflecting the time integrity, spatial integrity is also a
contribution to the traditional concept of heritage conservation.
The separation of the historic area from other urban areas
constitutes a typical 20th century protection experience. Now we
are more inclined to consider this separation as a risk, because
once it is separated, it is determined where should be protected
simultaneously when the area of no need to be protected is
delimitated. It will easily lead to more damage, and go against the
overall protection of the environment, as if a historic architecture
lost its surroundings, a historic neighborhood lost its skyline, a
historic city lost its backing nature system or distant regional axis
relations. Thus, separation leads to more than the risk of the
existing relics, as well as the waste of important inventories of
human knowledge and experience. In fact, a complete protection
boundary is impossible to be drawn out; instead, to cognize historic
environment as a whole is of more importance.

As widely perceived by of scholars and practitioners, here
comes the era when city heritage can be seen as the resources
of its sustainable development, this goal can be realized through
developing a set of historic urban landscape methodology. Every
piece of land is carved with of natural and cultural evolution
records, whether it is urban or rural area, the reconstruction of
connection, the restoration of continuation should be focused.
Here lies the mission of historic urban landscape and the

generalized landscape is making it possible.

Translator: WANG Xi-yue

Acquiring editor of the current issue: LIU Yi-fei
June 17th, 2017



